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Southern Corridor and South Stream in the Making 
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Ingilab AHMADOV is the Director of Eurasia Extractive Industries 

Knowledge Hub and Dean of the School of Economics and 

Management at Khazar University in 2010. He started his career as an 

instructor at the Azerbaijan State Oil Academy and as a scientific 

employee at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

Subsequently, he was appointed as Advisor to the Minister at the 

Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Since 1995, he 

acts as Director General of the “Trend” analytical information agency 

and between 2004 and 2010 he was a Director of the Public Finance 

Monitoring Center - an NGO located in Baku. Prof. Ahmadov has 

research collaborations and is a visiting professor at the following 

leading universities: Kiel Institute for the World Economy, Oxford 

University, and Reading University. His research interests include oil & gas economy, the 

economic impact of oil revenues, Caspian energy resources and oil contracts. Prof. Ahmadov has 

written more than 30 research papers and books. Mr. Ahmadov joined School of Economics and 

Management, Khazar University in 2008. His main lecturing subjects are Energy Management, 

Caspian Energy. Prof. Ingilab Ahmadov is a former member of the International Board of the 

Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative. 

Prof. Ahmadov holds a Doctorate in Economic Science from the Saint-Petersburg  State 

University of Economics and Finance (Russia). In 2008 as a Chevening Fellow, Mr. Ahmadov 

studied “Economics of Energy” course at Reading University (UK). 
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He graduated in Budapest at the Faculty of Economics of the “Karl 
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Sciences. In parallel with his government and diplomatic career he 

has been teaching and doing research. He was nominated Professor 

of the Corvinus University in 2000 and joined the CEU as a full time Professor in 2005. He is 
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regularly teaching at various home and foreign universities, lecturing in English, French, German 

and Hungarian. 

After the systemic change in 1990 Prof. Balázs joined the Government of Hungary several times. 

He was a State Secretary for Industry and Trade (1992-1993) and a State Secretary for European 

Integration (2002-2003). He was Ambassador of Hungary in Denmark (1994-1996), Germany 

(1997-2000) and to the EU in Brussels (2003-2004). He was also the Government Representative 

of Hungary in the European Convention drafting the Constitutional Treaty which became later, 

after several modifications, the Lisbon Treaty. In 2004 he was nominated the first Hungarian 
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Foreign Minister of Hungary. 
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Trade and Global Markets”, Member of editorial board at “Imago 
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School, Harvard’s JF Kennedy School of Government and McGill 

University. He was Senior Fellow with the London School of 

Economics and Political Science engaged with development of 

emerging markets. In his previous capacity as the State Secretary and 

Director of the Croatian National Developmental Agency, Haris was 

in charge of all national developmental projects, in both private and 

public sector. In his career, he has been project director on numerous 

international infrastructural tenders under private, World Bank and European Commission 

procurement. Previous professional engagements were in Tokyo, London, Vienna, Montreal and 

Boston while advising The World Bank and United Nations as well as leading private 

consultancies. Haris has been the Dean and is the professor of strategic management with the 
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leading Business School that is holding worldwide quality assurance accreditation by 

Association of MBA Schools. 
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the Hungarian Institute of International Affairs.. He received 

his Diploma (MA) and his Doctorate (Ph.D.) in International 

Relations, in 1997 and 2003, respectively, both from the 

University of Economic Sciences, Hungary. His special field 

of interest is the Political economy of Post Soviet energy with 

a particular focus to Russia and Ukraine. His activities 

include foreign and energy policy analysis, political and 
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Péter HÓNIG was Minister of Telecommunication, Transportation 
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carrer he worked in various leadership positions both in the public and 
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(2007-2009), vice president of the supervisory board at GE Zenon 

(2006-2009), president and CEO of Transelektro in 2006, president of 
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president of ABB Hungary (2000-2002) and deputy state secretary 

responsible for industry, energy, domestic trade and technical 

regulation (1998-2000). 

Mr Hónig holds two degrees from the University of Technology in 

Budapest, one in engineering of production systems and another in engineering of ergonomics. 

Apart from Hungarian, he is fluent in English and Italian. He is holder of the Ordre National de 

la Legion d’Honneur (2007), was named Manager of the Year in 2003 and received the Eötvös 

Loránd Prize in 1999. 
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2006 in the Institute of Europe. Since 2012 he holds a Jean Monnet 

Chair. 
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of the EU, on EU in the System of International Relations and 

overview course on European Integration. 

Dr. Kaveshnikov is author of more than 90 publications including 

articles in European Security, Journal of Communist Studies and 

Transition Politics, Mejdunarodnaia jizn, Mejdunarodnye protsessy, Sovremennaya Evropa, 

European University Institute Working Papers etc. He published a book Transformation of the 
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for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. His participated in research and 

consulting projects for, inter alia, the Eurasian Development Bank, the Russian Academy of 

Science, the European Commission. 
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Professor at the Chair “International Oil & Gas Business”, Russian 
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Prior to this: Director on Energy Markets Regulation, Project 
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Neftegas Services B.V., Moscow branch (Moscow, 2008-2011); 

Deputy Secretary General, Energy Charter Secretariat (Brussels, 
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Bank for Reconstruction and Development (1996-1999); Head of Drafters of Russian 

production-sharing legislation (1993-1996); Deputy Minister of Fuel and Energy of Russia with 

responsibility for external economic relations and direct foreign investments (1991-1993); Chief 

specialist in the USSR State Planning Committee (Gosplan) (1990-1991); Research Fellow, 

Institute of World Economy & International Relations, USSR Academy of Sciences (IMEMO) 

(1979-1990). Since 1993 till 2002 also a non-staff Adviser to a number of Ministries in the 
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Russian government and to the Russian State Duma. In 1997-2002 also a visiting lecturing 

Professor on international energy markets in State University of Management (Moscow).  

Honorary Fellow of the Centre for Energy, Petroleum & Mineral Law & Policy (CEPMLP), 

University of Dundee (Scotland, UK). Member of IAEE, AIPN, IBA. Detailed professional 

biography of Dr. Prof. Konoplyanik, his publications, presentations and interviews presented at 

www.konoplyanik.ru. 
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support for integration of new technologies and communications 

tools within the think tank community. His academic interest is in 

the political economy of security, and energy security policies of 

countries in transition, focusing on Central Europe. He has worked 

with and led an international group of researchers advocating for 

closer transnational cooperation in improving energy security in 

Europe. Previously Nosko worked at the European Commission’s 

Directorate General for Justice Freedom and Security (now DG 

Home Affairs) on issues of improving the exchange of information 

between law enforcement bodies. 

Nosko received his undergraduate degree from Charles University 

in Prague, graduate degree in International Relations and European Studies at Central European 

University in Budapest, also spent time studying in Sweden, Poland and USA, he is currently 

finishing his PhD research at Political Science Department of Central European University. 

Andrej’s academic publications and presentations are available at www.nosko.sk. 
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career spanning more than three decades in higher education, 

international diplomacy, foreign policy and human rights. 

Before coming to CEU, he was CEO of the John F. Kennedy 

Library Foundation, a national public affairs center in Boston, 

and Senior Fellow at Tufts University, where he taught human 

rights and international relations. President Shattuck served as 

Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human Rights and 

Labor under President Clinton, playing a major role in the 

establishment by the United Nations of the International 

Criminal Tribunals for Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia; 

assisting an international coalition under UN authority to restore 

a democratically-elected government to Haiti; and negotiating 

the Dayton Peace Agreement and other efforts to end the war in Bosnia. Subsequently he served 

as US Ambassador to the Czech Republic, working with the Czech government to assist in 

overhauling the country’s legal system, and with Czech educators to support innovative civic 

education programs in the country’s schools and universities. In recognition of his human rights 

leadership, he has received the International Human Rights Award from the United Nations 

Association of Boston; the Ambassador’s Award from the American Bar Association Central and 

East European Law Initiative; and the Tufts University Jean Mayer Global Citizenship Award. 

A graduate of Yale Law School, where he received a JD degree, Shattuck was awarded an MA 

from Clare College, Cambridge University, with First Class Honors in international law, and a 

BA from Yale College, magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa. 

 

 

Konstantin SIMONOV is founder and director general of the 

National Energy Security Fund in Russia. Majored in political 

sciences and economics at the Moscow State University. PhD in 

Political Science. In 1999, upheld thesis «Political Analysis within 

the System of Applied Political Science» at the Moscow State 

University. Has a master's degree in political sciences of the 

Manchester University. Associate professor for the theoretical 

political sciences department at the Moscow State University. The 

head of the department of economic political science of faculty of 

sociology and political science of Financial University at the 

Government of the Russian Federation. Has been engaged in 

political science and economic analysis for 15 years. In 2003 

became chief of the Center for Current Politics. In summer 2006 

founded and became head of The National Energy Security Fund. 

Specializes in nonpublic politics, executive power of Russia, political risks, economic interests 

of political elites. His mission is to study economic aspects of the political processes and political 

aspects of the economic processes. Author of many books and text-books. Has published over a 

thousand articles in Russian and foreign mass-media (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, Izvestiya, Vremya 
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Novostei, Gazeta, Neft Rossii, Neftegazovaya vertical, Mirovaya Energetika, Soobscheniye, 

Gazeta Wyborcza, Rzeczpospolita and other) on home and foreign policy of Russia, energy and 

economics, outlook on the transformation of the Russian state. Since 2005 contributes to 

Vedomosti as regular columnist. Actively participates in international forums and conferences on 

the development of the Russian oil & gas industry and the outlook on the Russian state. 

 

 

Elnur SOLTANOV is an assistant professor at Azerbaijan Diplomatic 

Academy and the Chair of the Caspian Center for Energy and 

Environment. He earned Master's degree in International Relations 

from Middle East Technical University (METU) in Turkey (2003), and 

PhD in Political Science from Texas Tech University (2009), USA. 

Between 2000 and 2003, Dr. Soltanov worked as a researcher at the 

Center for Eurasian Strategic Studies (ASAM) think-tank in Ankara, 

Turkey, where he also served as the editor of Avrasya Haber, a joint 

project with Turkish Cooperation and Development Agency (TCDA). 

Prior to joining ADA, Dr. Soltanov served as Assistant Professor of 

Political Science at the Truman State University, Missouri. He also 

taught at Texas Tech University, Texas, and Slippery Rock University, 

Pennsylvania, USA. Dr. Soltanov's teaching and research interests 

cover international security and political economy, methodology and energy politics. 
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Nuclear Power Plant Belene, the South Stream, Nabucco and TAP 

pipelines, as well as energy market liberalization, the renewable 

energy spike and the impact of the EU regulation on the local markets. 

Stanev is graduate of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" and the 

Central European University. 
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Christof VAN AGT joined the International Energy Programme of 

the Clingendael Institute for International Relations in January 2009 

(www.clingendael.nl) as Senior Research Fellow on Eurasian 

energy sector affairs. He publishes regularly and informs 

government-industry stakeholders on energy security, market and 

governance trends. He lectures at Clingendael Academy and 

presents at various conferences and meetings. 

From 2001 to 2007 he managed energy policy initiatives with 

Caspian and Central Asian States for the Office for Global Energy 

Dialogue of the International Energy Agency in Paris. This 

involved in-depth analysis of regional oil and gas market dynamics 

and coordination of stakeholder dialogue between IEA member 

states, industry and governments of the Caspian Sea region. From 

1996 to 2001 he administered technical assistance projects in Central Asia and the South 

Caucasus on interstate oil and gas networks for the European Commission and assisted in 

negotiations on the Energy Charter Treaty, Transit Protocol and Model Agreements on Cross 

Border Pipelines at the Energy Charter Secretariat in Brussels.  

Christof van Agt coordinated various projects on energy sector reform in the Newly Independent 

Statesworking with the International Institute for Energy Law at the University of Leiden from 

1992 to 1996. He studied Slavonic Languages and Sovietology in Leiden from 1986 to 1991. 

 

 

László VARRÓ is the Head of Gas Coal and Power Division. The 

division undertakes the analysis of gas, coal and electricity markets 

and policy developments with a special focus on supply-demand 

balance, capacity investments, supply security issues as well as the 

implications of climate policy for the gas and electricity systems. 

Before joining the IEA in 2011, Laszlo worked in the private sector 

as the Director for Strategy Development at MOL Group, a publicly 

quoted integrated energy company. There he was responsible for 

demand and price forecasting, investment capital allocation and the 

incorporation of energy policy developments into corporate 

strategy. Before MOL Group, he was the Head of Economics and 

Price Regulation at the Hungarian Energy Office, the national gas 

and electricity regulator in Hungary. His main projects at the 

regulator included unbundling and establishment of network tariffs, 

renegotiation of pre market opening power purchase agreements as 

well as the introduction of feed-in tariffs for renewable energy.  

Laszlo is an economist by training with graduate degrees from the Corvinus University in 

Budapest and the University of Cambridge. 
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István ZSOLDOS is the Chief Economist at MOL Group. 

Previously he worked in various analyst positions in the financial 

sector, most recently as Central European Economist for Goldman 

Sachs. Earlier he had worked for the Research Department of the 

Hungarian National Bank. He holds a Master’s degree from 

Cambridge University and the Budapest University of Economics, 

and was a Fulbright Scholar at the University of California at 

Berkeley. 


